
 - Lisa Silmser S.T.O.R.Y. Structure

http://wg.wonderopolis.org/lessons/s-t-o-r-y-structure

Grade Levels(s): K , 1st , 2nd , 3rd , 4th , 5th , 6th , 7th , 

8th , 9th , 10th , 11th , 12th

Subject(s): ELA

Wonder of the Day #212

How Do Teachers Get To Be So Smart?

Lisa Silmser

S.T.O.R.Y. Structure 50 min

Objective: 

I can use STORY as a structure to analyze fiction.

Big Idea: 

Many things in the world have an established structure or a way of being organized and one of 

the ways to thinking about fiction is to use the acronym S.T.O.R.Y to dig a little deeper.

1. Warm Up / Anticipatory 20 min

Read #1666 in Wonderopolis in pairs and then discuss why are there seven days in a week? 

What other structures do you see in the world that people use to create a sense of 

organization?

Resources
http://wg.wonderopolis.org/uploads/users/72/226/STORY_structure.docx

2. Investigation and New Learning 20 min

Using a fiction story that is well known to the class, maybe a story that was read aloud, ask 

students to brainstorm all the things that that story has that they have also noticed in other 

stories. ("What did you notice about Touching Spirit Bear that you also have noticed is true of 

other stories?")

After the class has generated a broad list of ideas, ask them to help you organize the list into 

categories. What are things that appear to be true of all stories of fiction?

It is likely that you can lead the class to the following list of consistent elements in fiction:

Setting

Thinking and Talking Characters

Oops - or Problems (Conflicts)

Resolutions

Page 1 of 3

http://wg.wonderopolis.org
http://wg.wonderopolis.org/lessons/s-t-o-r-y-structure
http://wg.wonderopolis.org/uploads/users/72/226/STORY_structure.docx


 - Lisa Silmser S.T.O.R.Y. Structure

http://wg.wonderopolis.org/lessons/s-t-o-r-y-structure

Yes! - a message for the reader

Ask students to use this acronym to determine if many of the fiction stories they know follow 

this structure. Does it appear that nearly all fiction stories have these elements?

Ask students to use this acronym to analyze a fiction story and to specifically note elements 

from the text that demonstrate each of the 5 letters of S.T.O.R.Y.

3. Review & Check for Understanding 30 min

Confirm that students were able to note specific elements from the fiction stories to match with 

each of the letters of S.T.O.R.Y. Confirm their understanding of each element by asking for 

further verbal clarification.

Whole class discussion could the return to the #1666 wonder to ask if nonfiction fits the STORY 

structure. Why doesn't it? What elements are likely to be included when analyzing for 

nonfiction structures? But this is a task for another day. :)

 The attached worksheet allows for a follow-up lesson asking "How did the author's choice 

impact the reader?" for each of the STORY elements. This is best done after students are 

confident with identifying the STORY components in fiction.

Note:
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Standards: K.RV.3.1. K.RV.3.2. K.RV.1.1. 110.11 (F) 0.2.1.1. 0.1.4.4. K.RI.P.4.1. K.RL.LCS.10.2. 110.11 (B) K.RN.2.2. K.RN.4.1. K.I.3.1.

K.RL.LCS.10.1. K.RL.P.4.1. 0.2.2.2. 0.2.4.4. K.RI.LCS.9.2. 3.1. K.RI.LCS.9.1. K.RI.MC.6.1. K.10 (A) (K.9) K.RI.LCS.11.2. K.C.MC.2.1. 0.3.0.4.

0.2.8.8. 0.10.5.5.C. 0.10.6.6. 110.11 (C) K.RN.2.1. K.RN.3.2. LA 0.1.6.I. LA 0.1.6.M. LA 0.4.1.A. LA 0.1.6.F. LA 0.1.6.E. RI.K.1 LA 0.1.6.D.

L.K.5.C. L.K.6. RI.K.4 RI.K.2 RI.K.8 RF.K.4 L.K.6 L.K.5C RF.K.4. LA 0.1.5.C. RI.K.1. RL.K.4. K.8.A) K.RF.1.1. RI.K.8. RI.K.2. RI.K.4. 1.14 

(A) RF.1.4.A. 1.4 (B) 1.14 (B) L.1.5.C. RI.1.7. 110.12 (F) 110.12 (C) RI.1.10. RI.1.8. 110.12 (D) 1.I.3.1. 1.8.C) 1.8.E) 1.8.B) 1.8.A) LA 1.4.1.A.

1.1.A) 1.10.F) 1.10.G) LA 1.1.6.I. LA 1.1.6.M. LA 1.1.6.E. LA 1.1.6.D. LA 1.2.1.C. LA 1.1.5.C. 1.W.MCC.2.1. 1.RI.LCS.11.2. 1.RN.2.2. 1.RN.4.1.

1.RN.2.1. 1.RN.1.1. LA 1.1.6.O. 1.RF.1.1. 1.RV.1.1. 1.RV.3.2. 1.RI.LCS.9.1. 1.RI.LCS.9.2. 1.RI.LCS.8.1. 1.RI.MC.6.1. 1.RL.LCS.10.1. 1.RL.LCS.10.2.

1.I.2.1. RI.1.6. 1.10.5.5.C. 1.2.7.7. 1.8.7.7.B. 1.8.7.7.A. 1.3.0.4.A. RI.1.4. 1.2.6.6. 1.2.1.1. 1.2.2.2. 2.1. 1.2.4.4. 1.2.10.10. 1.2.8.8. RI.1.2 RI.1.4

RI.1.1 RI.1.1. RI.1.2. RI.1.6 RI.1.7 L.1.5C RF.1.4A RI.1.10 RI.1.8 LA 10.1.6.I. 110.33 (B) EIII.9 (B) EIII.1 (C) EIII.1 (A) 110.32 (B) EIII.15 (D)

110.33 (A) LA 10.1.6.O. LA 10.2.1.C. LA 10.4.1.A. EIV.1 (A) LA 10.1.6.M. LA 10.1.6.E. 110.47.3 (D) 110.47.2 (A) 110.46.1 (A) 110.47.4 (C)

110.47.5 (B) 110.47.6 (C) 110.47.6 (A) 110.47.5 (E) 110.34 (B) 110.34 (A) 110.47.8 (A) 110.32 (A) LA 10.1.6.F. LA 10.1.5.C. LA 10.1.4.A.

EIV.15 (D) EIV.9 (D) (EIV.8) LA 10.1.6.H. (EI.8) 110.55.3 (C) 9.11.6.6. 9.9.7.7.B. 9.7.8.8. 110.55.3 (B) 110.55.3 (A) 110.54.5 (B) 110.54.5 

(C) 110.55.2 (C) 9.5.4.4. 9.5.2.2. 110.55.4 (C) 110.55.4 (A) 110.55.4 (B) 110.55.4 (D) 110.55.5 (A) 9.5.1.1. 9.4.4.4. 110.55.5 (B) 110.54.5 

(A) 110.53.3 (B) EI.9 (B) EI.1 (A) 110.47.8 (D) 10.3.F) 110.31 (A) 110.31 (B) (EII.8) EII.1 (C) EII.1 (A) 10.5.F) 10.5.H) 110.48.6 (C)

110.49.2 (B) 110.51.1 (A) 110.48.5 (A) 110.48.4 (F) 110.48.2 (A) 110.48.3 (A) 110.48.4 (E) EII.9 (B) LA 10.1.5.D. E3.RI.MC.6.1.

E3.RI.MC.5.2. E3.RI.MC.5.1. E3.RI.P.4.1. E3.RI.LCS.8.1. E3.RI.LCS.9.2. E3.C.MC.1.1. E3.RI.LCS.9.5. E3.RI.LCS.9.4. E3.RI.LCS.9.3.

E3.RL.LCS.10.6. E3.RL.LCS.10.5. E2.RI.LCS.9.5. 9-10.RV.1.1. 9-10.RN.2.2. 9-10.RN.2.1. E2.C.MC.1.1. E3.I.2.1. E3.RL.LCS.10.4.

E3.RL.LCS.10.3. E3.RL.LCS.10.2. E4.I.2.1. E4.RL.LCS.10.2. L.9-10.6 E4.C.MC.1.1. E4.RI.LCS.9.5. E4.RI.LCS.9.4. W.9-10.8 RI.9-10.4 1.1.

9-10.RV.2.2. RI.9-10.1 RI.9-10.2 E4.RI.LCS.9.3. E4.RI.LCS.9.2. E4.RL.LCS.10.6. E4.RL.LCS.10.5. E4.RL.LCS.10.4. E4.RL.LCS.10.3.

E4.RI.P.4.1. E1.I.2.1. E4.RI.LCS.8.1. E4.RI.MC.6.1. E4.RI.MC.5.2. 9-10.RN.1.1. E4.RI.MC.5.1. E1.RI.MC.5.2. E1.RI.MC.6.1. E1.RI.LCS.9.2.

E1.RL.LCS.10.2. RI.9-10.2. RL.9-10.4. RI.9-10.1. W.9-10.8. L.9-10.6. E1.RL.LCS.10.5. E1.RL.LCS.10.4. E1.RL.LCS.10.3. E2.RI.LCS.9.4.

E1.RL.LCS.10.6. E1.RI.MC.5.1. E1.RI.P.4.1. E1.RI.LCS.9.3. RI.9-10.4. E2.RI.MC.5.1. E2.RI.P.4.1. E1.RI.LCS.9.4. E2.RI.MC.5.2. E2.RI.MC.6.1.

E2.RI.LCS.9.3. E2.RI.LCS.9.2. E2.RI.LCS.8.1. E2.RL.LCS.10.5. E2.RL.LCS.10.6. E2.I.2.1. E1.C.MC.1.1. E1.RI.LCS.9.5. E2.RL.LCS.10.3.

E2.RL.LCS.10.2. E2.RL.LCS.10.4. E2.RL.LCS.10.5. E2.RL.LCS.10.3. E2.RL.LCS.10.6. E2.RL.LCS.10.4. E2.RI.P.4.1. E2.RI.MC.5.2.

E2.RL.LCS.10.2. E2.RI.LCS.8.1. E2.RI.MC.6.1. E2.RI.MC.5.1. E1.RI.MC.5.1. E2.RI.LCS.9.2. E1.RI.MC.5.2. E1.RI.P.4.1. E1.RL.LCS.10.6.

E1.RL.LCS.10.5. E1.RI.MC.6.1. E1.RI.LCS.9.2. E1.C.MC.1.1. E1.RI.LCS.9.5. E1.RI.LCS.9.4. E1.RI.LCS.9.3. E2.I.2.1. E3.RI.MC.5.1.

E4.RL.LCS.10.5. E4.RL.LCS.10.6. E4.RI.P.4.1. E4.RL.LCS.10.4. E4.RL.LCS.10.3. E3.C.MC.1.1. E4.I.2.1. E4.RL.LCS.10.2. E4.RI.MC.5.1.

E4.RI.MC.5.2. E4.RI.LCS.9.4. E4.RI.LCS.9.5. E4.C.MC.1.1. E4.RI.LCS.9.3. E4.RI.LCS.9.2. E4.RI.MC.6.1. E4.RI.LCS.8.1. E3.RI.LCS.9.5.

E3.RI.LCS.9.4. E3.RL.LCS.10.2. E3.RL.LCS.10.3. E3.RL.LCS.10.4. E3.I.2.1. E2.C.MC.1.1. E2.RI.LCS.9.4. E2.RI.LCS.9.5. E3.RL.LCS.10.5.

E3.RL.LCS.10.6. E3.RI.LCS.8.1. E3.RI.LCS.9.2. E3.RI.LCS.9.3. E3.RI.MC.6.1. E3.RI.MC.5.2. E3.RI.P.4.1. E1.RL.LCS.10.4. E2.RI.LCS.9.3.

EII.9 (B)

LA 12.1.6.m.LA 12.1.6.i.LA 12.1.6.h.LA 12.1.6.o.LA 12.2.1.c.110.48.6 (C)110.48.5 (A)110.48.4 (F)110.48.4 (E)110.47.6 (C)110.47.6 (A)110.47.8 (A)110.47.8 (D)110.48.3 (A)110.48.2 (A)110.49.2 (B)110.51.1 (A)110.55.4 (C)110.55.4 (B)110.55.4 (A)110.55.4 (D)110.55.5 (A)LA 12.4.1.a.110.55.5 (B)110.55.3 (C)110.55.3 (B)110.54.5 (A)110.53.3 (B)110.54.5 (B)110.54.5 (C)110.55.3 (A)110.55.2 (C)110.47.5 (E)110.47.5 (B)110.32 (A)(EII.8)EII.1 (C)110.32 (B)EIII.1 (A)EIII.15 (D)EIII.9 (B)EII.1 (A)110.31 (B)E1.I.2.1.E1.RL.LCS.10.2.EI.1 (A)(EI.8)110.31 (A)EI.9 (B)110.33 (A)110.33 (B)LA 12.1.4.a.110.47.4 (C)110.47.3 (D)LA 12.1.5.c.LA 12.1.5.d.LA 12.1.6.f.LA 12.1.6.e.110.47.2 (A)110.46.1 (A)
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